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Delivered in the House of Representatives of the
United States, February 19, 1850, in Committee
of the Whole on the state of the Union, on the
Resolution referring the President's Message to
the appropriate Standing Committees.
Mr. Chairman : It is a matter of regret to me

that the rule, which necessity has compelled us to
adopt as to the time allotted to each speaker, will
prevent me from the full discussion of the subject
before us. I shall, however, avail myself of the
privilege of publishing to the country those remarks,
which I shall be prevented from delivering.

The character of the discussion, and particularly
the proceedings of yesterday, have developed many
and important considerations, which ought to be ful-

ly impressed on the public mind. We hear gentle-
men declaring, on the one hand, that measures in pro-

gress must produce disastrous consequences, and
making the strongest appeals for forbearance; whilst
on the other, there is a cool annunciation that what-
ever may be the result, these measures must be con-

summated. The issue must be made up, and at
whatever cost, the strength of the antagonistic parties
must be tried. I am satisfied that things are tending
in this direction, and that the most desirable event
which can happen, is a final adjustment, one way or
the other, of the great issue which divides us.

I like frankness and candor. I abhor concealment
and indirection. I must, at least, respect the bold-
ness of the open assailant of my rights, when com-
pared with the covert intriguer, who smiles to concil-

iate that his unjust purpose may be more effectually
accomplished. It was for that reason that I heard
without excitement the declaration of the gentleman
from Ohio Mr. Root on Friday last, that Heaven
had decreed the abolitiou of slarery, and warned gen-
tlemen of the South lest they should hurry the exe-
cution of that decree. Neither was I astonished to
hear the gentleman from Massachusetts Mr. Mann
announce that the institution must fall. After taxing
his rich imagination to describe the horrors of the
civil war which would follow disunion after piling
up the agony, amidst clouds and dust and smoke and
darkness, with scenes of blood and carnage distress-
ing our sympathies with all the horrors of civil and
servile war, and still going on to draw from the re-

sources of a mind rich in such pictures, and prolific
iu such visions, my friend from Alabama Mr. Bow- -
don arrested his progress for a moment, by asking
him whether he would consent to avoid these tremen-
dous consequences by assigning some portion of the
public domain to southern slaveholders, that they
might emigrate to it and enjoy their property ; he
promptly replied that no such concession could be
made. To him the horrors of civil discord, the ca-

lamities of internecine war, the thrilling terrors of
fraternal and deadly conflict, were more desirable
than the relaxation of a policy in which his heart and
feelings are absorbed. It was somewhat amusing,
however, to see him descend from his lofty soaring
in those regions of imagination to warn us, as an in-

ducement to submission, of the practical evil in the
way of negro stealing to which we should be sub
jected. The extended sea-coa- st, our bays and rivers,
and the succession of dark nights, were facilities with
which he seemed familiar in thought; and he con-elude- d,

perhaps justly,, that if the restraints of the
Constitution were now some little obstruction to the
kidnapping propensity of the sons of the Pilgrims,
that those restraints being removed, our whole slave
population would be abducted. That the gentleman
has no peculiar horror of that crime, was signally

I shown in his zeal in defending (for the mere love of
justice undoubtedly) those daring plunderers who
robbed the people of this District, a short time since,
of near a hundred slaves in a single night. I can as-

sure him that by far the greater part of our danger
from this species of daring crime will be removed,
by the fact that unless a market for the kidnapped
negroes could be found we have no tear that Mew
hnglaud capital, or New England labor, would be
employed in that enterprise. The first impulses of
fanatical or unprincipled feeling would abate before
the want of pecuniary profit which the employment
would yield. We are wiling to believe that the de--
scendants of those who filled their purses by seizing
the African on his native shore and selling him into
bondage, might, too, for a consideration, be induced
to open a trade in the descendants of those whose fa-

thers their fathers made slaves ; and I would readily
believe that those whose moral sense is so paralysed
as to see no crime in negro stealing, might easily be
pursuaded that there would be less objection to the
business if it could be rendered profitable. 1 hey
hare not forgotten the convenient morality which

" Compounds for sins they are inclined to,
By damning those they have no mind to."

I can assure him that we have not forgotten the
vast numbers of charming and interesting runaway
negroes at New Bedford, who, as his former col
league (Mr. Palfrey) remarked with manifest exul-
tation, had paid for themselves with their heels. We
are not insensible to the fraternal kindness with which
those northern Anacharsis Klootz orators of the hu-
man race regard us of the South. Nothing can
equal the indifference with which we regard such
predictions of danger, except our detestation of the
means employed to bring on the trouble, and our ab
horrence of the mock sanctity of those who would
ue me aerents in me worn, oir, mere is no more
striking evidence of the senility,

.
the decay of a peo- -

! .1 .1 - j. .T 11i pie, man me reign oi cam. no people nave ever
recovered from its effects, and never can. Nothing
dui cant could have sutrp-este- the atrocities with
which the gentleman's speech abounded. Let him
blush when he speaks of the sins and crimes of any
people on earth. Crime and sickly mental culture
have kept pace in his section. No southern calen
dar of crime can afford such cases as the Salem mur
ders of some years since, or the recent horrors of the
Parkman assassination by a professor of the mode
University of New England. If we add to this the
cool assurance with which the gentleman from Indiana

Mr. Fitch designated a portion of the southern
members as madmen, we are constrained to admit
the force of the maxim quoted by himself. " Whom
the gods intend to destroy they first make mad."
The gentleman from Ohio Mr. Root stated his
points with clearness and frankness, and with bold
ness declared that no compromise could be made upon
we quebuou oi me exclusion oi slavery irom the Ter
ritories an issue in which we join, and shall at least
nave me sausiacuon ot understanding each other
Un some future occasion, when this Question shal
come up more practically in relation to California and
Xew Mexico, I intend to reply to his remarks.

i turn, with gratification, to my friend and col
league, y.. Clingman, who some time since ad
uressea the committee in a manner which afforded
me high pleasure. I avail myself of this, the first
occasion, to congratulate the country that the timenas arrived when oartv ties vield to the call of ou
country on a great occasion, and when the voice of
pwmubm can be heard above the clamor excited by

partizan zeal. I hail him as a bold and efficient
champion of our rights, and most gladly will I co-

operate with him, or any other man who will, with
an honest purpose, take hold of this momentous
question, to adjust it properly and according to the
guarantees of the Constitution.

This occasion, sir, is peculiarly suitable for the
consideration of the state in which the Union actual-
ly is. We are in Committee of the Whole on the
state of the Union as disclosed by the President's
message. In that communication he speaks strong-
ly of his purpose, as well as his duty, to preserve the
union of the States composing this Republic. He
uses strong expressions when speaking of its value

of the calamity which would supervene upon its
dissolution as the greatest which could befall us. He
assures us of his determination to "stand by it, and
maintain it in its integrity to the full extent of the
obligations imposed, and the power conferred by the
Constitution." I suppose that the President appre-
hends some danger of this calamity, or else this decla-
ration is uncalled for, and believes that this intimation
of his purpose will in some measure tend to avert it.
If he intends to awe those whose deeds qf wrong and
aggression awaken a spirit of resistance, perhaps it was
well-tim- ed ; but the language of menace or rebuke
seems to be in bad taste when addressed to any por-
tion ol the representatives of the people. I presume
that it is the purpose of every member here to stand
by the Constitution which he has sworn to support

that the obligation of an oath is equally sacred to
the members of this House and the Chief Executive
of this Republic ; and that all must long since have
been convinced that the tie which binds us is purely
a moral obligation precluding the supposition that
our existence as a Confederacy either originated in
force or can be preserved by violence. The States
and the people of the States must have sunk deplor-
ably from the position occupied originally by them
when they can be brought to tremble or to yield to the
power which they themselves created, or to fear its
exercise in controlling their action. To deliberate
on all the circumstances which surround us, and to
determine as to the rights of those whose interests
are committed to our care, belong to us ; and whilst
we shall ever listen respectfully to the messages of
the Executive, in reference to those subjects on which
we are to legislate, we should never forget our own
high duties as the representatives of the people, or
hesitate to discharge them irrespective of the opin-
ions or conclusions of other departments of the Gov-
ernment.

It is proper, from the tone of the message, that
we assume that the Union is in danger ; although
there is in that document, a remarkable obscurity as
to the causes of that danger, or the means of averting
it. It is our duty to make faithful inquiry concerning
this matter to ascertain whether this evil is really
to be apprehended ; and if menaced by so great a ca-

lamity, to point out the individuals and the measures
which are active in producing it. It is time for states-
men to cease to speak in mysterious terms, or to ban-
dy epithets as applicable to classes or individuals.
It is worse than useless to abandon argument, and
resort to denunciation ; to speak of ultra men, either
North or South, as the cause of that agitation which
now pervades the Republic. Our history for the last
twenty years instructs us passing events compel us
to feel that some great disturbing cause has marred
the harmony and destroyed the tranquility of the great
people represented in this Hall. We cannot avoid
the conviction, that unless- - that disturbing cause is
removed, it is impossible for the Government to ex
tend its existence, without such internal convulsions
as must sever the tie which unites the States of this
confederacy. It is worse than folly even to think of
force as an element in any policy designed to perpe
tuate the Union. It is madness to rely on any other
than a sense of equal justice, as the foundation of
that confidence upon which that Union is founded,
and which supplies its vitality. We must approach
this subject with candor. We must, if we hope to
arrive at any safe conclusion, be willing to investi
gate faithfully, and decide impartially, on all com-
plaints which come before ns. Nothing but a con-

viction that full justice has been done, can reconcile
the parties who have submitted their rights to our
decision.

With a hope that this confidence is not altogether
overthrown, and that justice may yet be done, I sub-
mit some considerations to the Committee on the state
of this Union considerations drawn as well from
our past history as from events now in progress to
examine into the causes of agitation and dissatisfac-
tion, and show who are the agitators and disturbers

to expose the real danger to the Union, and show
who are the disunionists to strip history of fiction,
and passing events of all false coloring, and to hold
up before the American people the danger and the
remedy.

And here, sir, I must remark, that much of the evil
which besets us is referable to mere party organiza
tion ; although I am admonished that its aid has been
nvoked to avert coming troubles. We have been

often reminded by the press of the necessity of main
taining the integrity of the two great national parties,
particularly the Democratic, as a panacea for the dis
ease which preys upon the heart of this Republic.
Like the inebriate, who follows the blind impulse ot
his appetite, and resorts to the bottle as a remedy for
his disease, or the confirmed opium-eate- r, who finds
the narcotic necessary to allay the nervous tnrmoi.
which his vicious habit has produced it is an appeal
to an exciting cause to counteract its effects ; to a
blind impulse, or an unprincipled intrigue, to lead to
the discovery of truth and the remedy for injustice.
By party influence wrongs often go unredressed, and
truth is long perverted and disarmed. It is a fearful
thing when that power becomes so concentrated as
to control the intellects of the masses and place their
resistless influence in the hands of weak or unscru
pulous men. The disturbing energy is felt long after
the causes have ceased to be active. The ocean.
roused by the tempest, heaves with destructive fury
after the winds have subsided. The heavens are
calm, but the waves still rise mountain high, and did-no- t

memory fix the cause, philosophy would be at a
loss to determine it. The ship which outrides me
storm, because the very winds which lashed the ocean
into fury, enabled the mariner to trim his vessel and
keep before it, has been wrecked in the sncceeding
calm by the ground-swel- l, for there was no breeze to
waft it from the dangerous shore. The calamities
and the overthrow of governments are unskillfully
referred to those causes which at first view seem
proximate and operative. They are themselves the
result of previous evils evils which, either from a
want of skill or honesty in the Administration, have
become a part of the system and produce its destruc
tion. It is a great mistake that the ruin of a people,
or the overthrow of a government, is the mere result
of action in legislative halls, or a victory on the battle
field.

Unwise and nnjust legislation are the effects, and
not the cause. A people must be hopelessly ignorant
who will fail to correct the first, or deplorably de-

praved who would tolerate the last. It is the last
act of oppression which produces revolution the in-

sufferable pressure of distress which arrays men in
rebellion. But the sanguinary conflict which closes
the existence of a government, has been caused by
aggressions and injuries accumulating and exaspera-
ting, until the existing state of things is as full of
actual evil as any which even the battle-fiel- d can
bring. Nothing but great evils ever break up govern-
ments ; for nothing is so much desired by the masses
as tranquility and repose. Ambitious rulers, or the
hope of plunder, may make external wars ; but do-

mestic disorganization is produced only by a deep
sense of injustice a feeling which causes incurable
alienation between the government and the people.
Thus in every government where the people consti-
tute an important element in the administration, op-

pression must have become terrific before revolution
has been adopted as a remedy. The fierce and suc-
cessful uprising of the people against the First Charles
and the Second James were but manifestations of a
deep discontent arising from long
No one would respect the sagacity of the statesman

who should charge the revolution under Cromwell to ! the honorable member has given us on that occasion, j and his open cooperation with abolition conventions
the ultraism of those who resisted the collection of He lectured upon monomania with the unction of for years past, have given him deservedly the

or the enormities of the Star Chamber. ; one deeply experienced in its symptoms, and left none tion of a leader of that party, rejoices in his position
We could find no person at this day who would de- -; in doubt of his experimental knowledge of the malady, as one of the Free Democracy. He, too, has received
nounce as disorganizers those who drove off James, ' With a wit which was chiefly derived from the his reward, and occupies a seat in the Senate. This,
snatched the ermine from Jeffries, and hailed the stores of memory and historical allusions founded on sir, is the worst sign of the times. These movements
Piince of Orange as a deliverer. No statesman, no i authority which justly entitled them to the character of j are made in the face of a most perilous excitement of
aiscreei reauer or nisiory, can reier inese events to
immmediate acts of oppression. Patience was ex--
hausted by a long-continu- ed course of injustice; hope
of redress was extinguished, and the principle of re- -
sistance called into high activity, which had before
that time been manifested only by remonstrance and
complaint.

Sir,. the principle of loyalty to the government has
a powerful sway over the human heart. It is a most
important element in patriotism itself, and, like filial
affection, can be destroyed by none but mighty causes.
This is true, whether it be a government created by
the people, like our own whose majesty is seen and
felt in the laws by which they choose to bind them-
selves

of
or whether it be a government of any other

kind. Patriotism a higher principle than the love
of a mere locality draws the affections of the heart
to that source of power which dispenses peace, justice,
security and repose ; and those affections can never
be diverted from that direction except by gross and
outrageous wrong, insufferable and degrading injury.
It becomes us to inquire why this disturbing anxiety
among ourselves ? What has clouded our horizon ?

What has transformed this hall, once the scene of
calm deliberation, into the theatre of fierce debate 1

What disturbing element is that which mingles it-

self in every act of this House, marring its harmony
and destroying its dignity? Why has the anomaly
of our disorganization at the present session of Con-
gress excited the apprehensions of a large portion of
our countrymen, and, I had almost said, the disgust j

of all? VVhv the intense interest in the election of
an officer of this House, whose station derives most
of its consequence from the petty emoluments which
pertain to it? Surely no event of recent occurrence
is the cause. Nothing which has sprung up sudden-
ly in our midst could have produced such results.
The prophet's gourd sprang up in a night, but it per
ished as soon; but these scenes of exasperation and
strife follow each other in quick succession, each
more abiding in its effects, and more menacing in its
character. Sir, it is a melancholy truth that there is
a deep and fixed alienation among the people of this
Republic, which has at last been marked by a geo-
graphical line. A feeling of settled hostility does ex-

ist; and he is reckless of the influence of facts who
does not perceive it.

A gentleman from Ohio Mr. Schenck some days
since declared, that when it became the settled policy
of the people of this Republic that no man from the
slaveholding States would vote for one in the ng

States, and vice versa, this Union was
dissolved. That event would not dissolve the Union.
No, sir, the apparent cause would have long preceded
it. Such hostile feeling would be the consequence
of policy long anterior ; and that gentleman, should
he live to see such a result, might perhaps find in his
own votes on the Wilmot proviso, and kindred meas-
ures, at least one of the piincipal elements in this de-

plorable state of things.
I am aware, sir, that it belongs to the policy of

those who pursue a system of wrong and oppression
to divert attention from themselves, and fix the blame
of disturbance and disorder upon the wronged and
oppressed. An old device, but one that has lost no
charms in the eyes of the unscrupulous. It is still
dangerous in perverting or in concealing the truth.
To rebuke and restrain the complaints of those who
are aggrieved, is, with great complacency, denomi-
nated conservatism, whilst their murmurs and remon-
strances are denounced as ultraism and impracticabil-
ity. The oppressed are clamorous, and attract obser-

vation; they are plundered, and they remonstrate;
they are unjustly used and they complain. The
complacent wrong-do-er calls himself a conservative,
because he has no cause to be dissatisfied with the
amount of his plunder,, and deprecates a change of
things, which would decrease his gains. Wrapped
in the mantle of his own good feelings, he wonders
why any of his fellow-citize- ns should complain of
rights curtailed, when, by that operation his own are
so much increased. We know that power can pur-
chase parasites and demagogues ; that the masses
who receive the plunder are easily persuaded that
complaints are mere clamor, and all show of resist-
ance a wicked disregard of the obligations of society.
Some twenty years since we passed through the first
act in this drama of plunder; but the deed was dis-

guised.
is

A protective tariff, by legislation, transfer-
red, on a magnificent scale, the" money of the agricul
turalists to the coffers of the manufacturers, and the
expenditure of much the larger portion of the revenue
at the North created a constant balance of trade in
their favor against the South, thus curtailing our
profits and preventing the growth of our commercial
cities. Menaced resistance compelled a relaxation ;

but rapacity knows no pause, and in our days we
witness the open purpose of plundering the whole
domain for partial distribution. To do this, the in-

stitution of domestic slavery must be assailed and
weakened, and all the exasperating appliances which
have been adopted to consummate it are pressed with
unrelenting tenacity.

With these facts to guide we can be at no loss to
answer, the inquiry, What are the causes of agitation
and discontent? We find the first in the laws enac-
ted by the States, preventing and
discouraging the recapture of fugitives laws express-
ly against the letter and the spirit of the Constitu-
tion. The attempt to emancipate slaves in this Dis
trict, the forts, arsenals, and dock-yar- ds belonging to
the United States by cession from the States in which
they are located. The purpose by the proviso to ex-

clude slave-holde- rs from all the territories of the Uni-

ted States ; or by a more compendious measure, the for-

cible manufacture by Executive interference of States
put of territorial domain with this exclusion in the
constitution, and their unceremonious introduction
into this Confederacy. All these measures indicate
an undisguised purpose for the total emancipation of
slaves throughout the United States as well as the
territories. A purpose which, so far from being con-

cealed, was boldly announced in the Senate during
the last Congress by the late Senator from New York,

Mr. Dix. He said that the policy and the design
of those who opposed the extension of slavery by the
proviso was to " surround the slave States with a
cordon of free States and starve slavery out." The
meaning of which ominous warning can only be this:
to compress the white and black race within such a
narrow compass that the white race must abandon
their country to blacks, or come under their political
control by the mere force of numbers. A degradation
aggravated by the most refined cruelty, a policy to
overwhelm and ruin the South, which has no parallel
in its enormity but the cool malignity with which it
is announced.

These are the causes of agitation. These causes
exist and are continally increasing in aggravation.
Let us now enquire who are the agitators ana aisiur-bers-?

And here, sir, as in the whole course of my
remarks, I shall abstain from any declaration unac-

companied with proof. I mean to be respectful, and

if compelled to speak strongly I undertake to speak
no more strongly than well-ascertain- ed facts demand.
I answer the question, who are the agitators ? by aver-rin- or

that the advocates of those offensive measures
are alone to be blamed for the disturbance of our re- - ij

pose, the destruction of our tranquility. i

The committee is indebted to the honorable mem-

ber from Indiana Mr. Fitch for an entertainment
with which hm favored them in the remarks submit
ted on yesterday. He made a disclaimer of any pre- -

r l 1

tension to the character ot a constitutional lawyer,
which he might have spared himself; for, before the j

conclusion of his remarks, I presume that no member
of the committee would have harbored such a suspi-
cion. But there was one character in the farce for
which he exhibited most striking qualifications, and i

for which his former pursuits had eminently fitted him.
I very much question whether there has ever been a
more happy personification of the mock-doct- or than ,

V

fancy sxetcnes, ne lecturea southern gentlemen ior meir ;

impudence, and with the ex cathedra manner of one
who has been in the habit of teaching with author- -
ity, recommended restraints upon the personal lab
erty of some of us, lest our freaks of insanity
should be mischievous.

With the deep acumen of one well informed in
the history of the country, he advised us of the fact
that the ordinance of 1787 was a precedent to jus-

tify legislation on the subject of slavery in the Ter-
ritories by Congress. Doubtless, posterity will
acknowledge the obligation for this discovery. We
had always supposed that it was prior to the existence

Congress or the Constitution, an ordinance or
treaty made by the old thirteen before the adoption of
the Constitution, which on its face, purports to be
junior to the ordinance. But this is the age of
light, and progress, and discovery. His quotation
from the Scottish bard would have been peculiarly
appropriate to himself, if he had remembered a most
remarkable piece of history in his own State, of recent
occurrence Perhaps it has occurred too lately to be
remembered. On the 12th of January, 1850, the Leg-
islature of Indiana passed an act directing the Gov-
ernor to procure a suitable block of marble from a
quarry in that State, to be placed in the Washington
Monument, which is now building in this city.
Upon it, by his direction, the following inscription is
placed : " Indiana knows no North no South noth-
ing but the Union." On the 19th of the same
month the same Legislature passed resolutions in
structing their Senators, and requesting her Rep
resentatives to vote tor the VVilmot proviso as a
part of any bills which may be presented to Con-
gress establishing governments in the territory re-

cently acquired from Mexico. Now sir, who but one
deeply affected with monomania would look upon
these two incidents, so completely cotemporaneous,
without being struck with their absurd inconsistency?
The inscription, to keep pace with the resolutions,
should have read " Indiana knows the North, but
knows no South, and nothing of the Union founded
on the Constitution." Alas !

"No rim can hold licentious wickedness,
When down the tide he holds his fierce career,
We may as well send precepts to Leviathan
To come ashore."

I shall speak of the proviso policy as unchanged ;
for although its aspect does present some variations,
yet the purpose is the same. The recent vote, lay-

ing the resolutions of the gentlemen from Ohio Mr.
Root, on the table, indicates no determination to
abandon the proviso. The change was too sudden to
be sincere, or it grew out of the fact, that the resolution
was enlarged so as to include California. The reso-
lutions presented by that gentleman a few days be-

fore, to instruct the Committee on Territories to re-

port bills for the government of the territory east of
Sierre Nevada, excluding slavery therefrom, was
subjected at once to a motion to lay them on the table.

The House refused to do so by a majority about as
large as that which laid them on the table after their
amendment so as to include California. California
was knocking at the door with a constitution exclud-
ing slavery ; and the instructions asked for would
certainly give up that advantage. It "would be most
easy to explain that vote to the satisfaction of the
determined proviso Free Soil constituency. It was a
vote to give proviso territorial governments to the
territory east of the Sierre Nevada, and hold on to
the chances of the admission of California. When
California was included, to lay on the table left the
chances the same for the territorial bills, (for.however
reported, the proviso could be attached,) and the ad-

vantage of position which the restrictive constitution
of California has still retained.

If we ever were at any loss upon that subject, our
doubts are removed by the'announcement of the gen-
tlemen from Illinois Mr. Baker that it was a great
mistake that the proviso was abandoned. He said that
when it was presented to the House as a specific pro
position this would be manifest. So there was no
purpose to give up the proviso, and a fixed determin-
ation to hold on to any advantagos arising from the
position of California. They would be unskillful
tactitions indeed who would fail to secure such ad-

vantages by parliamentary adroitness. If California
admitted under the constitution on our tabble, the

most effectual proviso is enacted. If territorial gov
ernments are given to the country east of the Sierra
Nevada, the proviso will be attached to the bills; if
withheld, the masterly inactivity in appearance, but
executive interference in fact, which is the policy of
the President, will speedily settle all this question
against the South. I saw through the whole matter
when the vote was given. I was constrained to smile
at the mistake, that intimidation had anything to do
with the apparent change of vote; it was dexterity
it was skilful management, to make great progress
towards the consummation of the slavery restriction,
without exciting apprehension to give the South the
appearance of victory, in order that this concession
might insure ultimate and overwhelming defeat. The
excited South must be amused, must he diverted, and
this cheap device, costing nothing and worth nothing
to us, is resorted to for that purpose. It would be
amusing, if it were not so insulting to our under-
standings, to examine the various expedients which
have been resorted to to make southern men submis-
sive to the policy which must end in their own ruin.
And here I would refer to some incidents in our
history which ought never to be overlooked.

I pass by the surrender of the Northwestern Ter-
ritory without a consideration, and the Missouri com-

promise. The first was a treaty made before the
Constitution, and the last, though unconstitutional
and oppressive to the South, has been so long acqui-
esced in as to be tolerated on that account. At least
no southern statesman is now disposed to disturb it.
I come to more recent events as affecting the state of
the Union, and giving color and character to the tran-
sactions in which we find ourselves the actors, I re-

fer to flagrant and open violations of the Constitution
which are justified and maintained by parties to the
contract, as well as those concerning the constitu
tionality of which a doubt has been raised only to
justify a tyrannical majority inflicting wrong. Can
any provision of the Constitution be plainer than that
which requires th surrender of fugitives from labor,
or, in plain language, runaway slaves i ine courts
have so decided, and the common sense of mankind
recognizes the simple provision in all its force and
effect. The Constitution requires each member of
State Legislatures and all the officers of State to take
a solemn oath to maintain its provision's. With this
oath upon their, consciences they have enacted laws
violating this provision, and given protection to the
fugitive denying the owner their State courts; for-

bidding citizens to aid in the recovery, yea, making
such aid a highly penal offence. This disregard of
the sanction of an oath in the passage of the law is
consummated in its execution, and popular opinion
sustains the outrage. Can a more conclusive evi-

dence be given of total demoralization in commu-
nities ? Can more overwhelming proof be addu
ced of a "disregard of the Constitution, the bond of
the Union ? Yes, there is yet a stronger a more hu- -

miliating proof. It is found in this, that the authors
of these unrighteous laws, so far from rebuke, meet
with applause; instead of censure, secure political
elevation as a reward for their moral dereliction. The
Senate of the United States have now at least two
members recently elected to that body from two of
the largest States in the Confederacy, who are dis
tinguished for their bold and unscrupulous opinions
upon this subject. The one from New York favored
the country with his views in a speech at Cleveland,
Ohio, in which ho derided and scoffed at the consti-
tutional rights of the slaveholder, and he immediately
thereafter was rewarded with his seat in the Senate.
He is a leader of the New York Whigs. The other,
from Ohio, whose letter, with which we are familiar,

me puonc mina oi tne south, and as if in scorn and
contempt to our remonstrances and complaints.

I doubt not but many members of this House from
those States would gladly have prevented the pnaet- -
ment of those laws, and the pursuit of a policy which
must end in hostility and exasperation. But the cur-
rent is too strong ; those who in former times, even
in the weaker state of abolition feeling, have stood
by the Constitution, have been struck down for their
integrity, or gone over to the enemy. To the few
that now remain, I attach a value like that given for
the last volume of the Sybil's books. May" they be
in like manner appreciated at home, and win the hon-
orable distinction to which they are entitled by their
merit and integrity. I hope this, at least. But, sir,
we have very Tittle reason for the hope that this pres-
sure from without will cease, or be mitigated. An
honorable member from Connecticut,M. Cleveland,
now before me, was compelled, in order to secure his
election, to accept the nomination of the Free Soil
Abolition Convention, the ultra Liberty men of his
district, a nomination rejected by his Whig competi-
tor. He adopted, at their instance, the Buffalo plat-form.'a- nd

by the union of the two kinds of Democ-
racy, obtained his seat. I have his letter before me
to their Convention, in which he fully accepts the
terms and by which he secured their votes. If he
desires it , 1 will read the letter.

Sir, we are compelled to hear ourselves and our
institutions denounced the northern press teems
with assaults upon the whole South ; and when ex-
hausted patience causes us to speak as becomes men,
we are denounced and the act of the wrong-doe- r pal-
liated. Their executive messages, their legislative
resolutions, urge on the aggressive advance of the
free soil and abolition party. The tables of both
Houses are loaded with such manifestos. Those of
the Legislature of Vermont, in advance of all hereto-
fore passed, actually claim the right to abolish slavery
in the States admitted since the adoption of the Con-
stitution ; and yet the popular current sets stronger,
and presses with a mighter force. Nothing stays its
progress no road to honor so sure as to float on its
waves no policy so certain of securing popular favor,
as an utter disregard of the rights of equals in this
union of Slates. When rulers, from ignorance, cor-
ruption, or any other cause have failed to fulfill the
high trust reposed in lhem by the people who elected
them, there is a remedy in the hands of that people,
which may restore confidence and punish unfaithful-
ness. But woe to that country where public senti-
ment is corrupted at its source; where wicked and
fanatical men have so debauched the public conscience
as to justify moral obliquity.

It is an insult to our understandings to say that a
few individuals whose reason has yielded to mono-
mania, or a hand fill of hypocrites who profess motives
which have no place in their hearts, are the sole agi-
tators in the States. We are told, I
know, that southern statesmen, southern hotspurs,
and agitators, are the irritating causes of this crreat
excitement. Why, then, does it control the votes of
northern gentlemen here ? Why do they vote for the
proviso, and all its kindred measures, directed at the
institutions of the South ? With a few exceptions
on this side, who in this House vote against any of
the abolition movements here, when presented in a
practical shape ? Refer to the vote of last session
on the resolutions of the gentlemen from New York,

Mr. Gott, the bill of the member from Ohio, Mr.
Giddings, and the question is answered at once.
The organization of parties, as Whig and Democrat-
ic, is sternly maintained for some purposes, (I may
not say what,) but within that organization there is
yet another a league to war against the institutions
and the rights of the South ; and northern Whigs and
northern Democrats vie with each other in manifest-
ing their zeal in this crusade. I was the other day
much interested to observe the composing effect pro-
duced by this common purpose. After a fierce de-
bate which took place between three gentlemen on
this floor, one from Ohio Mr. Giddings assailed the
former Speaker Mr. Winthrop for die organization
of the committees in the last Congress. His col-
league Mr. Schenck defended the late Speaker,
who endorsed his defence. Upon the issue as to the
amount of conservatism aria freesoilism, and the ex-

tent to which the late Speaker adopted free-so- il opin-
ions, the debate became animated, and the parties
grew warm. But the excitement was soon extin-
guished; an occasion of sympathy soon presented
itself; a place where their feelings could mingle like
the waters of the sweet vale of Avoca, renowned in
song. Another gentleman from Ohio Mr. Root in-

troduced a resolution to instruct the Committee on
Territories to report bills for the government of our
domain east of the Sierra Nevada, including New
Mexico, and excluding slavery therein. As a test
vote, some gentlemen moved to lay that resolution on
the table. This was to those chafed combatants that
refreshing valley ; they all then voted against laying
the resolution on the table, and their hearts, like those
poetic waters, were mingled in peace.

Sir, free-so- il ism and its consequences constitute the
true basis of a great party organization in this House,
and I may add, in the country. None can suppose
that we who look upon such scenes as that just de-

scribed are so unsophisticated as not to understand it.
There are some in both houses of Congress, and
doubtless many of their constituents,, who duly ap-
preciate our constitutional rights, and do their utmost
to secure them, lo such 1 now distinctly declare 1

have no reference in my remarks. I admire and hon-
or them the more for the firmness and candor with
which they act in the face of a misguided, a per-
verted public opinion. I mean no disrespect to any.
For 1 presume that no gentleman can be offended
when I fairly state his political creed. I mean noth-
ing offensive when 1 denominate all Wilmot proviso
men, or those who advocate its kindred measures,
Free Soilers. Mr. Webster claims for the northern
Whig party the honor of being the true Free Soil par-
ty. He congratulates them that the Buffalo platform,
though having some rotten planks, (free trade and
subtreasury, I suppose,) gives him and them a secure
place to stand upon in the great crusade for free
soil, free labor and free people." The two sections
of the northern Democratic party seem to have amal-gate- d

almost entirely upon the free soil question, so
far as the proviso is concerned, and here in this House
present a front more nearly united than any party or
any other issue.

I know that there are very many Free Soilers who
disavow with propriety the name of abolitionists.
They are content with preventing the extension of.
the institution of slavery into new territories, whilst
the abolitionists purpose to destroy it where it exists.
The friends of the proviso policy would besiege the
South with th'eir hosts, and keep them Within their
fortress. The abolitionists lead on the assaults upon
the fortress itself, to carry it by storm. Should they

E fail in the attack, they have a refuge in the impregna- -
oie position oi mose, wno although disclaiming to be
their allies in name, are their allies in fact. It is time
that this fact was fully understood. There is a North-
ern Whig, and there is also a Northern Democratic
party. This organization relates to themselves. But
there is a Free Soil party, absorbing every shade of
opinion, which opposes the institution
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restraint upon efforts to abolish it. A second
class declare it to be a great and a heinous crime
against the natural rights of man a crime, however,
countenanced by the laws and allowed by the Consti-
tution. A'gainst the continuance of this criminal li-

cense they stand pledged to employ all their powers
and unite all their strength to repeal the laws which
allow its perpetuation, and to alter the Constitution
which gives it protection.

There is a third and as yet a more numerous class
who consider slavery a great political evil, which
ought not to be extended, but ought to be curtailed.
Now we know that argument is wasted and time mis-
spent in addressing the understanding of the two first
classes named. Nothing is more unavailing than a,le-g- al

argument or demonstration in political economy
when opposed by a moral feeling in those to whom it
is addressed. If the feeling be sincere, conscience
resists effectually the force of demonstration; if in-

sincere, the .task is lyet more hopless, because truth
can have no legitimate influence. These parties must
increase, because religious fanaticism and excited
sympathies for wrongs, either real our supposed,
move with resistless power upon the human heart.
You may address reasons the third class, and they
may be convinced so far at least as to leave us to our
own evil of slavery, but they cannot consent to its
extension; conclusion in which they all concur.
From this third class, who, to say the most for them,
are not the most active in opposition to southern in.'
terests, all the recruits the first named must come.
And they have gone over to them with fearful rapid"
ity. In vain does the still small voice of reason ut-
ter its conclusions the storm of passion, the raging
of phrensied excitement overwhelm its whispers
and all are drawn by the same impulse to the same
position.

These, sir, are the causes of agitation and disturb-
ance, deeply seated in the nature of things, and be-
longing to the case. I again ask, who are the agita-
tors ? who are the disturbers ? It is manifest that
southern statesmen and southern States have not been
aggressive. The Missouri compromise away
slave territory without consideration. A settlement
of the question, as it was hoped, unjust to the South,
but acquiesced in as the price of peace. The history
of the past and the present events expose the delu-sio- n.

Was the south aggressive here ? Has the
south violated this compromise, or made attempts to
do so ? Under cover of the right of petition, the
abolition of slavery in ;this District and elsewhere,
was agitated in Congress. The right of petition, se-
cured in the Constitution, was for the redress of
grievances, not for inflicting wrongs to obtain the
rights of petition unjustly withheld, not for the des-
truction of the property of others, property guaranti-
ed by the Constitution. Was the south aggressive
here ? The appropriation of the entire public do-
main to the citizens of the ng States,
an inflexible adherence of a numerical majority to
the Wilmot proviso although the whole south moat
solemnly declares that the act will most assur-
edly produce a separation from the Confederacy. Ie
the south aggressive here ? The assertion of not
only the right, but the duty of Congress to abolish
slavery in this District, the forts, arsenals, and dock-
yards, within the southern and slaveholding States,
where property has been ceded to the Federal Gov-
ernment for purposes of defence, although the south
has with great uninimity pronounced solemnly that
disunion must be the consequence. Is the south ag-
gressive here ?. The deliberate nullification of a sol-
emn provision of the Constitution, not only by de-
clining legislation, but by positive enactment of State
laws, which prevent the execution of the provision
relating to fugitive slaves, thus, in fact, affording pro-
tection to kidnappers and a bounty to thieves. Is
the south aggressive in this? The recent assertion
by the Legislature of Vermont that Congress has pow-
er over, and ought to interfere with slavery in those
States which have been admitted since the adoption
of the Constitution; thus exposing the southwest to
this desolating power. Is the south aggressive in
this? And, as if this were not sufficient cause of
exasperation, the superadded usurpation of the Exec-
utive in the case of California a State called into
existence by Executive power, excluding the South
by a constitutional provision, under a government
which, to say the least of it, was revolutionary, and
in defiance of authority. Grasping at one effort, the
whole Pacific coast, and appropriating its advanta-
ges to all but those whose swords aided in winning
the possession, or whose blood stained its soil. I
ask, is the south aggressive here? No, sir; the
south has never been aggressive on the north. I
challenge the records of history or the memory of
man for.the instance. That history, in its instructive
annals, will perpetuate the evidence of forbearance
unequalled loyalty to the Union unparalleled, and
devotion to the Constitution which knows no equal.
This patience, this loyal sentiment, this enduring at-
tachment to the Union, under such provoking inju-
ries, has produced the conviction on the minds of
those .who wrong us, that we are not in earnest in
our warnings not determined in our purposes of
resistance. Perhaps we in some measure deserve
this manifestation of contemptuous incredulity. Those
who have offered insult with impunity, may some-
times safely calculate on the pusillanimity of those
who have been insulted. It may, however, be true,
that our patriotic attachment to the Constitution, the
only bond of union, cannot be appreciated by those,
whose frequent violations of its requisitions have ren-
dered them insensible to its obligations.

Unscrupulous men are apt to forget that there is
any such restraint principle, any such monitor in
me unman Dosomas conscience. Sir, it is because we
believe that disunion is than emancipation, that
any result is preferable to the attempt to give equali
ty w me iwg races oy legislation a belief openly
expressed and found fixed in eyery southern mind
which has induced those who pursue a policy direc-
ted to the production of those results, to call us dis-
unionists. The army of Wilmot-provis- o free soilers
have surrounded us with a numerical majority. They
hold their position and send on bands of armed abo-
litionists as skirmishers to bring on the battle. If
successful, they will claim the honor of negro eman-
cipation. Whilst the struggle lasts, they reproach
the combatants as the causes of disorder. And if
their allies are discomfitted they will hare to bear the
blame of the assault. We are told that ultra south-
ern statesmen and northern usolitionists agree in de-
siring disunion. And this taunting remark is rung
through all the changes in order to discredit all south-
ern men who speak of resistance. It is true that the
open abolitionists, both here and among their consti-
tuency in the States, do advocate
disunion, as a duty which thew owe to God and man,
because of certain conscientious convictions as regards
the sin of slavery. No concession short of univer
sal emancipation will satisfy them, both in States
and Territories. They deny the obligations of the
Constitution and the Union which creates, and in-
culcate its abrogation, enjoin disobedence to its author-
ity, because it toleraies slavery and recognizes the
relation arising therefrom. They declare that no
faith should be kept with slaveholders, and that the
Union and the Constitution defiles them with deadly
sin. They turn their backs upon the Union as an
evil per ae, and trample on the Constitution as ac-
knowledging the obligation in this Government to
protect slavery by its guarantees.

Southern men agree with them that the Constitu
tion doe3 recognize and protect domestic slavery; that
the institution was a most important eloment in U

tion which may amount to violence, because, by the
laws of nature as well as of every social compact, it
is duty to repel the aggressions of government, by
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